@y

Jan/Feb 2022
#728

A; S

All are welcome

The Chimes

First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1206 Whitehall Road
Muskegon, Ml 49445
Phone: (231) 744-1522
Fax: (231) 719-9015
office@firstlutheranmuskegon.com

From
Pastor Bill

As | write this, | am and we are preparing for the
birth of Jesus, the one we call “the Prince of
Peace.” The book of Micah in the first reading for
the last Sunday of Advent dreams of a leader
who shall be “one of peace.” Luke’s Christmas
story has the angels sing: “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors.”

Peace is no incidental aspect of the Christian life.
It is not an insignificant component of the ministry
of Jesus. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus
says in Matthew, “for they will be called children
of God.” The reality and calling of peace are
integral to the discipleship of Jesus.

| write such a thing at the end of a year during
which our nation’s Capitol was badly damaged
and people were Killed by insurrectionists, rioters
ransacked and destroyed a multitude of buildings
throughout the country, several protestors were
killed or injured by a seventeen-year-old carrying
a massive weapon, and young people from
Michigan were gunned down in a school by a
fifteen-year-old male. This is not a land of peace.
It is a country shaken and shaped by violence.

So, | wonder, what is the role of our congregation
in such a time? Do we have a role to play to bear

witness not to power, destruction, and violence,
but to love, compassion, and, yes, to peace?
Can we commit ourselves to the way of peace,
as an alternative to the way of violence that so
characterizes our culture?

This is what | hope we will think about as we
move into the New Year. To be a Christian is not
just a matter of believing certain things; it's about
doing certain things. It's about representing
ways of living that build people up, express
kindness, search for justice, and value peaceful
resolution of conflict.

The issues are massive: violence in media and
video games, our obsession with guns,
particularly of mass destruction, public name
calling, a general disrespect for people and
property, family disintegration, absentee fathers,
social media libertinism, rejection of difference,
suspicion of authority and expertise, divisive
politics, despair and anger among the young.
Addressing all these issues is way beyond what
is possible for a community of faith like ours. But
we can do a lot to model what it means to be
disciples of Jesus who are committed to peace
and to bringing people together, not tearing them
apart.

| am not comfortable in thinking there is nothing
we can do to stop the kinds of mass shootings
that the city of Oxford, Michigan just experienced.
Kids should not be forced to live with constant
fear while they are at school. Together we need
to do something. Join me in making 2022 a year
of peace. We need to make a difference...a big
difference.

The Chimes is published monthly by First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Muskegon, Ml for members & friends of the congregation.
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From
Intern Paula

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have
ushered in a new year. The gifts will have been gifted;
holiday greetings exchanged; and the peaceful sound
of Silent Night is but a distant memory. And | don’t
know about you, but | enter this new year with a bit of
wonderment, expectation and...uncertainty. What will
the new year bring? | wonder and wait with great
expectation that Covid will no longer dictate our daily
activities and shape our gatherings. | wonder if hospital
staff will experience a reprieve from exhaustion and
unnecessary death. | wonder if the people we elected
to govern will put aside partisan politics, pride and mis-
placed power in order to care for the common good. |
wonder... if this will be the year that law enforcement
will no longer have to police the hallways and grounds
of schools and children will no longer watch a
classmate die at the hands of another.

| wait, wonder and yes, experience uncertainty as we
begin the new year. And while | wonder, | glance
backward and take a another look at the magnificent

hunger and war. A love that came in the midst of
nations who were filled with great anticipation and with
great despair. A love that came in the midst of a people
waiting and wondering when the promised King - the
Messiah, would come and restore peace, usher in
justice and relieve them of their waiting. And then... the
hope of God was born.

The hope of God came, not as the result of powerful
leadership, rigid laws or pomp and circumstance, but
through ordinary people. Ordinary people who were
fundamentally different but drawn together into the
company and embrace of the other. Ordinary people
drawn together right smack-dab in the midst of a world
that was on edge. A young, pregnant teenager, an
uncertain bridegroom caught off guard, a distant
relative, smelly shepherds, a bleary-eyed inn owner
and royalty - all gathered together to be a part of the
bigger story of God’'s grace, mercy and hope. The
magnificent hope that ushers in the new year.

Let us embrace this hope as we move through some
dreary winter days; let us be drawn fogether into the
bigger story of Jesus’ birth. Let us not lose sight of the
magnificent hope that came to ordinary people in the
midst of difficult circumstances, difficult days and
uncertainty. Walter Brueggemann writes, “Let us make
new resolves, run fresh risks and embrace new
lives.” And let us begin the new year with wonderment,
expectation and yes, uncertainty.

hope of Christmas - of God’s redeeming love. A love Shalom,
that came in the midst of a people who were living in Paula
angst and who were experiencing atrocities, injustice,
Sunday Scripture Readings Sunday Scripture Readings
Jer 31:7-14, Ps 147:12-20 Isa 6:1-8 [9-13], Ps 138
01/02 Eph 1:3-14, John 1:[1-9] 10-18 02/06 1 Cor 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11
Isa 43:1-7, Ps 29 Jer 17:5-10, Ps 1
b Acts 8:14—17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 YIS 1 Cor 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26
Isa 62:1-5, Ps 36:5-10 Gen 45:3-11, 15, Ps 37:1-11, 39-40
01716 1 Cor 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 02/20 1 Cor 15:35-38, Luke 6:27-38
01/23 Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 81-10, Ps 19 02/27 Exod 34:29-35, Ps 99
1 Cor 12:12-31a, Luke 4:14-21 2 Cor 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]
Jer 1:4-10, Ps 71:1-6
01/30 1 Cor 13:1-13, Luke 4:21-30
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FAITH FORMATION

Faith Formation classes on Sunday (previously
called Sunday School) provide opportunities to grow in
faith and foster community. Here is an overview of
classes offered:

9:30 am PK - 5 (Holy Moly)

9:30 am 6 - 8 Middle School

9:30 am Adult Class

***All classes gather in the gym for a time of singing
and watch our Holy Moly video to accompany our
lesson for the day. You will hear from Tafiq or his
lovely cousin Dohleen and listen to a story from the
Spark Story Bible!  See you there!!!

Jr. Church

Jr. Church is a Faith Formation class that invites
children PK - 2nd grade to worship in their own setting
during the time of the adult sermon. It has been heart-
warming to watch the children’s fascination with the
visual Bible stories. The children return to adult
worship in time for communion.

THANK YOU Faith Formation teachers, Jr. Church
leaders and all those serving on the Education
Ministry! ~ Your  dedication, commitment, and
compassion to the youth of First Lutheran is a valuable
asset not only to the body of Christ - but to our
community at large. YOU are making a difference in
the life of a child!

NOTE: We are currently looking for people to join our
Education Ministry. If you feel called to use your gifts
in this area, please contact Paula Dusseljee at
paula@firstlutheranmuskegon.org You may also give
Paula a call (744-1522) or stop in and inquire how you
can help.

|
Contirmal ion

December was a busy month for our confirmation
students. The kids participated in a service project
(collecting hats, gloves, socks and scarves) for the
participants at Supper House. Watching the kids’
enthusiasm in helping others was a gift in itself!

We also gathered in
y December for a Christmas
dinner. Thanks to Mary
~ Beth Liskey for preparing
the scrumptious baked ziti,
™ salad and bread - and ice
cream! | must say, if you
would like some good

dinner conversationalists -
invite the kids over! We
had an engaging and fun
family
...the

| discussion about
| traditions and
“ weather!

PLEASE NOTE: A new
Acolyte schedule for Jan §
- May is posted on EEES
Google Drive. If you are =
unable to access it
please let me know.
PS. Don’t forget to sign &
your child up for onef !
Thursday service at 5:30
and four Sunday worship
services!!!

Confirmation classes will resume on Jan 5 and
follow the regular schedule on Wednesdays from
7:00-8:00pm.

Time to get ready for some outdoor fun!!! Our
next event is scheduled for Tuesday, December
28 at the Winter Sports Complex. We will
enjoy the outdoors and maybe S’mores from 1 -
4pm.
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From Shar

Music Director

Kids and Music

Wednesday night programming starts up anew on
Wednesday, January 5, 2022. We will continue
learning/reinforcing “music basics” through the use of
pitched percussion, unpitched percussion, ukuleles,
movement and song. All of this will be accomplished
while reinforcing the Holy Moly “story-of-the-week.”
Please join us from 6:00 — 7:00 pm.

Depending upon class numbers, we will meet in the
music room OR the gym (FLC) | hope to see you!

Jam Session

How would you like to meet once a month to get
together and make music? All you will need is an
instrument that you want to learn to play (better) and a
sense of adventure. | will supply the leadsheets!

Leadsheets are “musical outlines” to create music
pieces. We can discuss day and time for our
meetings.

Contact Music Director, Shar Bourdon for more
information and day/time suggestions.

@ ot
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There will be no February Chimes. The
next issue will be for March and the due
date is February 15, 2022.

Thank You!!

Thanks to Dave and Theresa Buchan who
assembled the December Chimes.

D

The staff of our congregation would like to thank all of
you for your generous gift of money at Christmas time.
We feel so blessed to lead such a vital, generous, and
thoughtful community of faith.
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Wanted.:

% Used Eyeglasses
and

Pop Tabs

On the counter by the church library are two collection
receptacles. The Muskegon Northside Lions Club is
collecting used eyeglasses. These will be repurposed
and sent to needy people in other countries.

We are also collecting the tabs from pop/sodaletc.
cans. These tabs are turned in and the money
received is given to the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation. We would be appreciative of any
donations!

Thanks so much

American
» Red Cross

Blood Drive

First Lutheran’s November 27" Blood Drive produced
36 pints of blood for Red Cross. Many thanks to all
of the donors, volunteers, and Red Cross staff who
worked to make this a successful Blood Drive.

Our next Drive will be held on Monday, February 14”‘,
Valentine’s Day!! What a wonderful way to share the
gift of a pint of blood to those in need! Please sign
up to donate at the Red Cross website
at redcrossblood.org or Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767). Walk-ins are not accepted at this
time.

If you have further questions, please contact Judi Dix
at 231-463-7886.

Weekly Offerings For November

Week ending 11/07/2021
General Fund: $8,409.71
Mortgage Fund: $2,052.00
Dollar-A-Day: $629.26
Abiding Memorial: $150.00

Week ending 11/14/2021

General Fund: $7,868.81

Mortgage Fund: $345.00

Dollar-A-Day: $29.02

Noisy Offering (ELCA World Hunger): $242.41

Week ending 11/21/2021

General Fund: $17.500.12

Mortgage Fund: $3.000.00

Abiding Memorial: $30.00

Noisy Offering (ELCA World Hunger): $215.88

Week ending 11/28/2021
General Fund: $3,726.51
Mortgage Fund: $511.00
Noisy Offering (ELCA World Hunger): $64.24

Total General Fund Offering received: $37,505.15
Total General Fund Offering needed: 41,693.35
-$4,188.20

$5,908.00
7,195.00
-$1,287.00

Total Mortgage Offering received:
Total Mortgage Offering needed:
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Ski Club Information
for 2022 Season

"k?* g Please contact Amy Badley to register
S Email: abadley40@gmail.com
/ Call: 231.730.4149

Location: Caberfae Peaks in Cadillac

Ski Club Event Dates
Friday, January 7th - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (close)
Friday, January 21st - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (close)
Friday, February 4th - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (close)
Friday, February 18th - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (close)
Friday, March 4th - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (close)

g D S S o

Please review Caberfae Peaks’ COVID Policy on their website BEFORE attending.
www.caberfaepeaks.com/covid-19/

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING ...

> Face Coverings are NOT required - unless our state/local public health department
requires it.

> We will be meeting in the NEW SKYVIEW LODGE. Crock-pots, other food, and drinks are
allowed here.
Blackmer Lodge (where we USED to meet) will be open for restroom use, warming up, and
to order food from the cafeteria located upstairs. NO outside food will be allowed within this
lodge.

IMPORTANT!!!!

v I MUST know who will be skiing and if rental equipment is needed NO LATER THAN NOON
on the TUESDAY prior to the scheduled Friday ski date. Monday would be preferred!
* This is a day earlier than we are used to!

v ALL rental equipment MUST BE PRESET prior to your arrival. NO EXCEPTIONS!

v If you plan to join us after the Tuesday (at noon) cutoff, you will pay FULL PRICE — club
pricing will NOT be honored after this time. (IF tickets are still available.)




Jan/Feb 2022 Page 7 7 @r

Ski Club Information
for 2022 Season (continued)

Please contact Amy Badley to register
Email: abadley40@gmail.com
Call: 231.730.4149

INFORMATION NEEDED IN ORDER TO JOIN SKI CLUB

Info needed NO LATER THAN ... the Tuesday (at noon!) prior to the Friday ski date
e Name of person skiing CLUB PRICING ... SEE BELOW!
e Rental equipment needed: Yes OR No

If RENTAL equipment is required, the following is needed ...
Gender

Shoe size —

Age

Weight

Height (feet & inches)

Rental equipment needs ...

o Skis

o Snowboard - please indicate foot placement - Left or Right
o Helmet

Amy MUST have this information by Tuesday at Noon!

Amy will pay Caberfae one total amount.

All those who are skiing and paying for rental equipment will
check in with Amy once they arrive at the resort. Call Amy’s
cell upon arrival for a meeting location. /

5
NEW CLUB PRICING @
LIFT TICKET - $10

SKIS - $10

SNOWBOARD - $10
HELMET - Complimentary for ALL (Amy still needs to
know by Tuesday if one is needed.)

*Lift ticket plus rentals - $20 / skier

*Lift ticket ONLY - $10



Date of Birth: 01-08-1947
Date of Death: 11-16-2021

Gordon Bonifield
Date of Birth: 01/17/1933
Date of Death: 12/10/2021

Presentation of Bibles
Third Grade Students

Ethan Lucht
Ben Rop
Noah Rop

Fourth Grade Students

Matthew Besteman
August Frietsch
Reese Giles
Connor Goodwin
Liam Simons
Michael Thomas

N
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Deaths
David Nord

Alta Breunsbach
MediLodge at the Shore
900 S Beacon Blvd
Grand Haven, Ml 49417

Bev Bringedahl
3660 Evaline
Muskegon, Ml 49444-4133

Linda Cates

1585 Wolf Lake Rd.
Muskegon, Ml 49442
788-1806

Jan Labiak
1526 E. Addison Way
Muskegon, Ml 49445

Keepers

Susan Lathrop
1105 Parkway St
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Pat Mullinnex
Mailing Address:
2284 Riverwood Drive
Twin Lake, Ml 49457
Home Address:
Sanctuary at the Park
570 Harvey St.
Muskegon, MI 49442

Warren Robinson
1845 Moulton Ave
Muskegon, Ml 494445-3127

Keith Stapel
1228 Lawrence St
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Wally Tallent

Hillcrest Nursing & Rehab
Community

695 Mitzi Dr.

Muskegon, Ml 49445
744-1641

Dave and Pat Walborn
18552 W Spring Lake Rd
Spring Lake, MI 49456

FRIENDS OF FIRST
WHO ARE HOMEBOUND

Dorothy Wood

Hillcrest Nursing & Rehab
Community

695 Mitzi Dr.

Muskegon, Ml 49445
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Martin Shields
Karin Carlson

Amy Smith
Jan Labiak

Dennis Plekes
Connie Robinson
Amanda Hutchins
Larry Heidelberg
Sue Van Hoesen

Timothy Vanderstelt
John Smith

Ysabela Golden
David Neumann

Jackson LaChapelle
Pat Clifford

Alex Sharlow
Marilyn Nygren

20

21
22

January Birthdays!

Jane Boyle
Lori Archer

Donald (Bill) Webber

Benjamin Veihl
Chuck Carlson

Mel Wei

Heidi Hampton
Pamela Hanophy
Marge Visscher
Mark Besteman
Lisa Naymick

Jim Boardwell
Sharon Hanson

Katie Neel

Kimberly Fenbert
Paul Becker

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
31

Christian Lang
Stephen Dix
Ben Werling

Diane Kroll
Kathy Boardwell

Stanley Shank
Peggy Heidelberg

Sara Henry
Kim Beidler

David Shields
Lark Roberts

Bud Fiser

Chris Kooiman
Gabriel Cahill
Marianne Newman

Reese Giles
Paula Love
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Karley Plekes
Caroline Pendell

Robin Policka
Sandra Rodriguez
Jean Boxer

Ava Smith
Ruthanne Tietsort

Trisha Lowry
Stacie Mead
Michael Zizak
Jenny Lindell

Donald Nienhouse
Collin Smith

Adam Badley
Barbara Elliott

Mark Thogerson

February Birthdays!

Wilma Overweg
Owen Rop
Laura Lucht
Linda Long
Larry Rop

Josie Fredericks

Anna Alderman
Tyler Tallefson

Neiko Sharlow

Kara Camp
Rhonda Smith

Avery Howard
Autumn David

Jeffrey Pfhistner
Bonnie Nolan

21

22

24

25

28

Joanne Johnson

Kaela Carrier
Madison Ball

JT Wei

Kelli Sullivan
Theresa Buchan

Steven Neumann
Jenny Delong

Billie Bramer
Emily Cihos
Pam Nelson

Heather Murphey
Kris Fiser
Lance Schlager
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