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From
Pastor Bill

“O Lord, our Lord, how maijestic is your name in all the earth.” (Psalm 8:1)

These are the words that bookend the eighth Psalm. Everything else that is said is surrounded by
the call to live in awe and to offer our praise. Life is a remarkable gift. Creation bears witness to
the grandness and mysteriousness of God.

You and | live in a place where the glory of creation is especially vivid at this time of the year. This
morning my experience along the bike trail near downtown was such an encounter with the
majesty of God. The mean old swans were so elegant looking. The wildflowers were stunning.
The turtles were mysterious in their aloofness. “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the earth.”

The meat of Psalm eight, that which is situated between the two slices of bread, comes as a bit of
a surprise. You might think that if the Psalmist begins and ends with a bold assertion of praise for
God, the in-between part might be more of the same. But it is not. In-between “O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic...” is an amazing reflection on the glory of being human. God’s glory, for the
Psalmist is seen in the glory of humanness:

When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established,

what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them
a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory

and honor.

It's true that we humans can sometimes be extraordinarily self-preoccupied. And yes, we are
capable of such evil; just look at what VIadimir Putin has been up to. But humans are also capable
of such mind-blowing good. When we live rooted and in response to love, we can change the
world, build cities, transform congregations, care for hurting and dying people, feed the hungry,
house the homeless, and lift up the despairing.

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” And part of your majesty can be
experienced in the humans with whom we get to share life. It’s all gift. Even we participate in the
glory of God.

The Chimes is published monthly by First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Muskegon, Ml for members & friends of the congregation.
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From
Pastoral
Assistant Paula

»
Grow in Faith. Have Fun. Change the World. I‘I'-
VBS 2022 First Lutheran Muskegon ~ NEW

I would like to utilize this space in the July/August Chimes to highlight the focus of our Vacation
Bible School this year. As | write this entry, we are three days away from filling the church with the
hustling and bustling activity that is characteristic of VBS. What a blessing to provide
opportunities for kids AND helpers to learn more about growing their faith, growing as
environmental stewards, and caring for God’s creation.

The following is a synopsis of VBS this year:

God’s creation is a gift we all share. We all live in it together and depend on it together.
Caring for it - together - is both a good work and collective act of faith. The Bible is filled with
stories and teachings that reveal our dependence on God through the bounty of the earth. In fact,
you could hardly tell the story of the chosen people or hear of Jesus’ parables without the water,
trees, wilderness, animals, and weather that form their backdrop. ReNew weaves together that
rich natural imagery with the engaging activities kids love, resulting in a deeper, more memorable
experience of the Word.

The parables and stories we will explore during VBS are: The Parable of the Sower, The Parable of
the Mustard Seed and the first creation story in Genesis. | am grateful for the multi-generational
involvement this year and for our guest gardners: Carol Anderson, Sharon Genter, Suzanne
VanFossen, and Bert Goodman.

| would encourage you to revisit the stories and parables that were the focus of VBS this year. We
are never too old or too young to learn more about how a sower planted seeds and how lots of
good things (and some not so good things) happened. | am grateful that God continues to plant
seeds of love at First Lutheran. | am humbled and immensely blessed to see how that love blooms
and is shared within our faith community and in the community at-large. So...go and plant some
seeds!

Grow in Faith. Have Fun. Change the World.

Shalom,
Paula
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Scripture Readings
For July and August

Sunday Readings
07/03 5y 6;[23_21676-:118_:_3(5 ; 3:61:-11_%0) , 16-20
07110 Col 1:1-14, Luke 10:25-37
077 Coﬁin 5155:31, ke 10:3642
W e e ot
07/31 ECCIeSC1o:|2:’3:112-]11L,1;L2u:Q§ 12 231 5?219:1_1 ?
08/07 Hebﬁir:]ﬂ-g,: Eﬁ’ef’iffe”f 5:2322-40
08/14 Heb 1\16553;22 3,23;,&3 1822:49-56
08121 Heb 12:18-29, Luke 13:10-17
08/28 Prov 25:6-7, Ps 112

Heb 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1,7-14

Weekly Offerings

Week ending 05/01/2022

General Fund: $7,948.75

Mortgage Fund: $1,105.00

Dollar-A-Day (for mortgage reduction): $482.93

Week ending 05/08/2022

General Fund: $10,571.28

Mortgage Fund (for mortgage reduction): : $1,960.00
Dollar-A-Day (for mortgage reduction): $183.00
Noisy Offering (Dar Al-Kalima School): $228.31

Week ending 05/15/2022

General Fund: $6,042.93

Mortgage Fund: $1,009.00

Noisy Offering (Dar Al-Kalima School): $200.11

Week ending 05/22/2022

General Fund: $5,174.71

Mortgage Fund: $728.00

Noisy Offering (Dar Al-Kalima School): $184.66
Dollar-A-Day (for mortgage reduction): $30.00

Week ending 05/29/2022

General Fund: $4,953.89

Mortgage Fund: $710.00

N0|sy Offering (Dar Al-Kalima School) $195.52

= -G|VING BACK-TO GOD.
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July 10*
Pre-K-2" grade will
i go over to Pastor

- water fun after
service. Sprinklers
will be on, a Kiddie
| pool will be filled,

. and maybe we Cah
sheak attaCk Pastor
Bill with some water balloons! Kids are welcome
t0 bring their own squirt guns if they want.

We will have lunch before we play. Lunch will be
at 12:00pm

Ausgust 11th
Grand Mentors
and Kids are

r S invited to ride in
the North
Muskegon parade
together in the
Church’s float.

The parade is August 11%" at 7:30pm.

July 2¢"

The 379-5" grade Kids
will be meeting at
Putters Creek for
GellyBall and Go Carts
from 12:00-1:30.
Parents will heed to fill
out g release form
before their Child Can partiCipate. ] have the
form and will send it to everyone.

We will have pizza for lunch. Every child will
nheed $10; that will cover a round of Gellyball and
g0 Carts. J Will heed two parents to stay with me
tO0 Chaperonhe.

MINI GOLF & 60 HARTS

Ausgust 7th

Pre-K-5T grade Kids and families are invited to a
beach day together at Muskegon State Park. A
Gtate Park Passport is required to park.

We will meet from 1pm-¢pm. e will munch on
beach shacks, splash in the water ahd have a
sand Castle building contest.

August 28th

We are |0oKing for Kids who wanht to make a team
t0 partiCipate in the Church’s triathlon on
August 28 at 22:00pm.

Please contact Amber Thomas to
RSVP for each of these events.
Your RSVP helps to ensure that
there will be enough food,
materials and time for everyone to

have a great time!

Call or text Amber at
231-286-2648
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Soaring to New Heights!

The youth grades 6-12 (and a few brave adults) spent some time
at the Muskegon Sports Complex on June 5. Ziplining was the
highlight followed by yard games and a team-building activity.
We have an amazing group of young people and they have some
amazing friends! If you are interested in organizing an event this
summer please let us know! The kids are eager to gather!!

August 28
12:00 p.m.
The Mead Residence
14 N. Bear Lake Rd.

¥ mile swim
10 mile bike
2 mile run
(teams can be formed)

Participants and fans should bring a dish to
share for the potluck following the race.
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Baptisms

6/19/2022

Eva Backus

Date of Birth: 2/11/1980
Sponsor: Erin Schmitz

Daxson Hays Long

Date of Birth: 9/22/2020

Parents: Todd & Carleigh Long
Sponsors: Madison and Megan Ball

6/25/2022

Cameron Moore

Date of Birth: 8/24/1999
Sponsor: Joel Dulyea

71312022

India Irie Gabriel

Date of Birth: 4/26/2022

Parents: Brooke Jaquith and Kerith Gabriel
Sponsors: Leah and Tony Amos

Deaths

Matthew David Giles
Date of Birth: 7/5/1978
Date of Death: 5/28/2022

Dorothy Ann Wilson
Date of Birth: 12/12/1946
Date of Death: 6/16/2022

9 ‘1 AUGUST 11
A [ -1

PARADE

Looking for people (especially families with
children) to walk in the parade.

American
Red Cross

On May 9" First Lutheran’s Blood Drive donors
shared 36 pints of blood for the many recipients
around Michigan and the US in need of the life-
sustaining substance. Red Cross staff and First
Lutheran’s very committed volunteers worked together
for a well-organized and efficiently-run Drive. Our
heartfelt thanks go to all who made this event a
success.

Our next Drive will be held on Monday, July 25th,
12:00 — 6:00 p.m. To register for that Drive, please
sign up at the Red Cross website at redcrossblood.org
or Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

If you have further questions, please contact Judi Dix
at 231-463-7886.

August 19 and 20

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
No televisions please
Volunteers are needed

Garage sale items can be brought in
d beginning August 7
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Beach Clean Up

July 30
9:00a.m.
North Muskegon State Park

1st Lutheran Golf Outing

July 23, 2022

Benona Shores Golf Club

8:00a.m. registration

9:00a.m. tee off - shot gun start
Luncheon and Raffle to follow. "

All are welcome -
$240/foursome; $120/couple; $60/single

Reservations: Reserve a spot for you/your team by
July 14—forms available in church office. Couples
' ' ' rso
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Paula Sends Kudos !!!

I would like to extend a HUGE thank you to the people who have done some pretty amazing things at First
Lutheran during the past several months. Your passion and heart to serve others using your time and talents has
made an incredible impact not only on the lives at First but also as far-reaching as Bethlehem, Palestine! You
have made a difference!

Education Ministry Breakfast Fundraiser for Dar Al-Kalima School

Susan Besteman Debby Jaquith Joe Dick

Rhonda Sweet Carol Parker Joe Labiak

Amber Thomas Scott Gearhart Barb Bonnifield
Erin Finn Emily Lucht Ethan Lucht

Faith Formation Classes Puppet Ministry Nursery

Alexis Holmes-Goodwin Susan Besteman Ann Marie Goodwin
Ann Marie Goodwin Mike Sweet Amber Thomas
Aaron Skrenes Piper Sweet Alexis Goodwin
Susan Besteman Multiple “hands” during the year! Aubrey Freeman

Amber Thomas
Kaylie Moore

Jr. Church & Summer Bible Adventures SHOP Group
Nate and Emma Johnston Tear out / take out people for upstairs remodel
Amy Badley ***Last minute detail people - you know who you are!

Lexi Holmes-Goodwin
Ann Marie Goodwin
Laura Lucht

Ben Werling
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A big “Thank You” needs to be expressed to Beth
Milligan who is leaving her job as digital
communication director for our congregation. Beth
has been such a gift to us. During the pandemic she
enabled us to us to put our services on the web, a gift
that will never quit giving. She also has begun for us
our digital e-newsletter. She has managed well our
Facebook page and completely updated our

website. Beth, you were the right person at the right
time for us. Thanks for all that you have done and
have been. We will miss you greatly in the digital
communication position, but know that you will still be
with us and will serve to coordinate our stewardship
efforts.

Lisa Ziemelis will be our new digital communication
director.

Thanks to Theresa and Dave Buchan who assembled
the June Chimes.

S

Ed Wosinski has decided to complete his work with us
as our high school youth director. Ed was employed
by First for more than fifteen years, and what
marvelous years they have been for us who have
worked with him, for the young people he impacted,
and for our entire congregation. For most of those
years, Ed was our youth and family ministry director.
Several years back, he decided to leave that position,
but continued as our high school youth director. Ed,
we cannot express how grateful we are for you. You
have helped to change many lives. You have
contributed greatly to the vitality of our congregation.
We wouldn’t be who we are without you. We will miss
you as a staff person, but are thankful that you and
Deb will continue as active members of our family of
faith.

Keepers

Alta Breunsbach
MediLodge at the Shore
900 S Beacon Blvd
Grand Haven, Ml 49417

Susan Lathrop

Pat Mullinnex
Linda Cates

1105 Parkway St
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Wally Tallent

Hillcrest Nursing & Rehab
Community

695 Mitzi Dr.

Muskegon, Ml 49445
744-1641

1585 Wolf Lake Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49442
788-1806

Ken Kadrovich
1345 Hendrick Rd
Norton Shores, M| 49441-5737

David Kleis
5659 Rim Rock Ct.
Boulder, CO 80301-3553

Mailing Address:
2284 Riverwood Drive
Twin Lake, Ml 49457
Home Address:
Sanctuary at the Park
570 Harvey St.
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Warren Robinson
1845 Moulton Ave
Muskegon, MI 494445-3127

Keith Stapel
1228 Lawrence St
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Dave and Pat Walborn
18552 W Spring Lake Rd
Spring Lake, Ml 49456

FRIENDS OF FIRST
WHO ARE HOMEBOUND

Dorothy Wood

Hillcrest Nursing & Rehab
Community

695 Mitzi Dr.

Muskegon, Ml 49445
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A series of
free concerts

Wednesday, July 27 The Carl Webb Band
Wednesday, August 3 Tommy Foster
Wednesday, August 20  West Side Soul Surfers

All proceeds to benefit:
Family Promise
Community enCompass
Samaritas

All concerts will be held at
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SITUATION REPORT:

CRISIS IN UKRAINE

June 3, 2022

BY THE NUMBERS
Ar

Internally displaced p

LUTHERAMN WORLD RELIEF RESPONSE

We hawe committed more than %10 million to respond
to this crsis, and we will expand our response to reach
more Ukrainians as we secure additional funding. We hawe
deployed technical staff to support our relief operations,
including program managers, a health adwvisor, and an
advisor to lead our efforts to prevent sexusl exploitation
and abuse in Ukraine and for Ukraginian refugees.

Owr response in Ukraine includeas:

+ Caring fior Ukrainians who fled their homes. We are
partnering with the Federation of Trade Unions of Ukraine
{FPU) to support six union-run centers that are being
used for temporary housing. We're helping more than
15,000 internally displaced persons {IDPs) forced to flee
heavy fighting in the eastern and southern parts of the
country with no other means of support. We are also
providing toys for children, food and essential supplies
and equipment, like folding beds, pillows, heaters, laundry
detergent. toilet paper, and person hygiens items. We are
also chanmeling quilt and kit inventory to these facilities.

®

Delivaring medical supplies and aguipment. We are
supporting hospitals in Ukraine with supplies, including
surgical and wound care kits, gauze, |V kits, oxygen
masks, defibrillators. stretchers, and medicines. like
insulin, morphine and medications for treating chronic
illnesses.

®

ldentifying key gaps in the avallability of health
services. This assessment is informing our ongoing
response in Ukraine, which will likely expand to include
support for mental health services and psychosocial
services and the treatment of communicable diseases.

®

Expanding response efforts. Our team in Ukraing is
assessing how and where we can expand response efforts
in the coming weaks.

.l. BT n:-:.- i b P ke Gu:im Mako Sration afler anrving fom Ckraine

Our response in Poland includes:

« Providing emergency cash and vouchers for Ukrainian
refugees in Poland. We've committed %2 million to
this effort in a combined program with Lutheran World
Federation that will support an initial caseload of more
than 1300 refupee families for the next three months.

Providing sexual exploftation and abuse protection
sarvices. We're integrating protection services for refuges
women and children into our cash programming and hawve
established training and referral systems in Ostroda,
Gdansk, Wroclaw and Bytom.

Supporting the Evangalical-Augsburg Church of 5t.
Martin in Krakow, which has established a hostel

for Ukrainian women and children. We have provided
essential supplies including milk, energy biscuits,
personal hygiene products and room partition paneals.

Shipping and distributing LWR Quilts and Care Kits
im partnership with local organizations.

We have also committed funding to respond to the escalating
global ripple effects of the war, which have decimated critical
supply chains of commodities such as wheat, cooking oils
and fertilizers. The effects are further escalating food crises
being fusled by inflation and price hikes, climate related
cshocks and widespread conflict in many of the countries
where we work. Our initial efforts will focus on the Sahel
area of Africa, including Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso and
will include both humanitarian interventions to address acute
needs as well as bonger term efforts to build resilience and
stronger local markets.

We are grateful for the thousands of Lutherans across the
United States whose care and generasity have made it possible
for us to respond immediately. Financial gifts are the number
one need o assist refugess on the move.

Until your love reaches
every neighbor.

£
CO
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
LWR.ORG

] Lh TR informaiion év s Socumaest may ba copied, d and s For o i
A purpasss. Lustaras Workd Reief sfoul’ alsays b ciwd m b suffer




February 06 - 16, 2023 |
From Miami, FL (MIA}

Dther Cities Available

Package Price: 53790
Pr. Khader El-Yateem
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Double occupancy accﬂmmﬂdatmnE
In Luxury hotels each night

Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily

**Optional Post Tolr**
Extensionto Jordan
Nine days sightseeing in modern, air- February 167-19, 2023

conditioned private bus Package Price: $7350.00

English speaking Christian tour guide

Much More

LutheranlChurchll MGoodlShepherdiiravel Ei2E
1330 WEllisoni [RoadPunoleac hiEY lwww!goodshepherditavellc om :
f QD emes (06 020000 | il e 10 -as0-ae &
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July Birthdays!
1 Judith Dix 12 Sam Gallo 22 Carl Luther
Susan Besteman John Rodriguez Tyler Rop
Chad Fiser Tea Schlager
2  Rebecca Hutchins
Josie Thomas 13 Joel Dulyea 23 Jack Gilbert
Ron Peel
3  Rhonda Sweet 14 Pat Sharlow
David Kleis 24 Jackie Stapel
15 Pamela Sharlow
6  Gage Lowry Bryson Bleich 25 Jim Borushko
Ryan Glavich Amber Thomas
Lisa Frey 16  Cheryl Schneider
Kevin Giles Jennie Trulsen 26 Dennis DeVries
Aaron Skrenes Jessica Dibble
8  Sandy Young
Erin Cihos 17 Layla Giles 27 Sandy DeVries
Stan Burnell
18 Stanley Daszko 29 Liam Simons
10 Cade Paugh
19 Lottie Will 31 Cheryl Parmeter
11 Thomas Sutton
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August Birthdays!

1 Jason Bleich 11 Cindi Archer-Mitchell 19  William Gallo
Naomi Strait Alta Breunsbach Haile Will
Michael Strait

12 Dani Zizak 20 Amy Howard

2 Erik Trulsen Kaitlyn Fiser
Betty Crenno Noah Ziemelis 22 Kelly Smith

3  Susan Aker 13 Betty Huey 25 Shirley DeVries

Logan Montgomery

4  Carroll Loughrige 14  Tyler Lindell
Emily Traub 26 Pat Cox
Bonnie Gouine 15 Kaitlin Rich

Matthew Badley 27 George Bramer

5  Denise Studeman RJ Wei

Jen Giles 28 Ryan Camp
7 David Anderson Kristina Gallo
Brady Wheeler 16 Corky Gust
29 Carter Pruitt
8  Jeff Lindell 17 Ethan Lucht Haley Pruitt
Michael Bevans
9  Michele Rogers Andrea Nisja 31 Sabina Freeman
Tom Veihl
10 Elizabeth Bachelder 18 David Harrell Laura Veihl

Kelley Peel
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