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From
Pastor Bill

“In 2024, we will begin a process of long-term planning, particularly in
relationship to our building and our staffing.”

This is our first goal for 2024. It came out of an awareness that our future will require us thinking
about how we staff the church and about how we care for the large facility that is ours.

Shar Bourdon, our music director, has recently communicated to us that she wants to have fewer
responsibilities in her job. She is not retiring but would like to have someone else manage our
music ministry with children. She would also prefer to have someone aid her with music planning.
Therefore, right now we are rewriting job descriptions so that her wishes can be fulfilled. She has
been such a gift to our community, and we do not want to lose her as the director of our
ensembles. The future may bring some changes in our music leadership.

| don’t plan to retire anytime soon, but retirement is certainly on my radar screen. | suspect as we
complete this year and then enter 2025, it will be worth our while to reflect on what we may need
to do to prepare for my eventual departure. Again, my retirement is not imminent, but it is likely to
come within the next three years. Our council wants to be proactive in light of this eventuality.
And part of that proactivity includes a message like this.

Our desire to think long term in relationship to our building is really quite practical. Our facility is
large and is aging. We want to make sure that we in a measured way address some of our
building needs. So, we are getting quotes for a wide range of building needs. The parsonage is
going to need a new roof at some point. Our church building will require new carpet soon. If we
can take care of some of these needs early and one-by-one, we won’t be overwhelmed by an
onslaught of building expenses that we might face at a single point in our life together.

Life is very good at First Lutheran. We are blessed with good staff and a great facility. The
passage of time brings changes to both. | trust that the Spirit will move us faithfully and
courageously into the future that | am convinced will be a future of life and hope.

The Chimes is published monthly by First Lutheran Church,
Muskegon, Ml for members & friends of the congregation.
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From
Pastoral
Assistant Paula

Geography is on my mind these days. A simple definition of the word is the study of places and the
relationships between people and their environments. Geographers explore both the physical
properties of Earth's surface and the human societies spread across it. | distinctly remember
geography was a course offering when | attended school. The topic of geography in schools today
is often folded into one of the other disciplines making up social studies — civics/government,
history or economics. As of 2020, there are only six states that require students to take a stand-
alone geography class to graduate. I’'m not advocating one way or another at what is the best way
to study geography, stand-alone or integrated into a larger curriculum, but | do believe that
geography is important when it comes to discussing our diversity and identity.

You may be wondering why this topic is ruminating in my mind these days and here’s why. | was
traveling to Saginaw to visit my cousin and while driving through the rural areas | couldn’t help but
think that where we live is a big part of our identity. The farm houses standing alone on several
acres of land, the tiny towns with a few storefronts spanning a city block and strangely enough, a
Dollar Tree in the middle of nowhere. | was curious about how often people shopped for food or
where they socialized. And it was this curiosity that prompted me to think about how land shapes us
and our ideals, our personal philosophy in race, religion and the political arena.

| also entertained the idea of how we stereotype people according to where they live. And | wonder
if this impacts how we view those from other countries whose lands look nothing like our own and
whose habits are drastically different from ours. And yet, one of the large farm houses | passed had
a makeshift polling station in the front yard. You could stop and sign petitions and listen to the
owner’s political stance on all the hot-button topics of the day. Yes, | made a u-turn on the narrow
shoulder and stopped to check it out. | didn’t stay long and | didn’t sign anything, but | did find the
owner’s viewpoints on life to be interesting.

And as | neared my destination, | couldn’t help but think of the people of Gaza and what geography
is left that provides them with a sense of place, an identity. Or what immigrants must feel when all
they have known and what has shaped their identity thus far is gone. Or when kids move to college
and the landscape and people look dramatically different than the little hometown where they had
spent most of their life. And | couldn’t help but think what the world would look like if we viewed
people and their geographical landscapes as part of the big story of creation.

A common greeting in Zulu is Sawubona. It can be translated as ‘| see you; you are valued by me,
and | acknowledge your full humanity’. The traditional response is Shiboka which means ‘| exist for
you’. | believe that the root of so much conflict and disagreement is our inability, or our refusal, to
genuinely see and take note of the full humanity of another person, regardless of where they live.
Perhaps this Zulu greeting and response enables people to see the full humanity of the individuals
acknowledged in all their virtues and their flaws. (And all my virtues and flaws, too!)

Summer is often a time of travel and exploring new places and meeting new people is an exciting

part of the experience. | would encourage you to see the ‘other’ through the lens of belonging under

the umbrella of creation, because, you see, we all belong in the kingdom of God. Whether we live
(Continued on page 3)
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From Shar
Music ‘Notes’

Hand Bells

Music reading is a complex endeavor. Reading/
singing/playing a single line of music requires a vast
number of brain functions to decode the notes/tones,
duration/rhythm, gross and fine motor skills and
much more. When you ring hand bells or chimes, you
are focused on a much more attainable skill set.
Ringing puts you into a team situation where you act
as one finger on a pair of hands performing on a
keyboard instrument. We are a TEAM that
individually focuses on beat and rhythm.

| would like you to consider joining our Hand Bell
choir at First Lutheran! | will provide a beginning level
introduction that will focus on ringing techniques and
rhythm-reading fundamentals. | am open to
suggestions about when to teach this class, so look
for the sign-up sheet on the music room door and
suggest one. This opportunity is for all ages from 7 to
77. One of my current ringers recently told me that
hand bells was her way of being able to participate in
the music of church even though she didn’t fancy
herself a singer. Maybe you share that feeling. The
final thing to consider is this. Stewardship in church is
not ONLY about money. This is a wonderful way to
increase your ‘giving’ to the church. | hope to see
you soon.

Singing and Strumming

Looking for an excuse to dust off your guitar, or
mandolin, or fiddle, or ukulele? Me too! Let’s do it
together! Join me in the music room with the ‘axe’ of
your choice, some music to share and maybe some
percussionists as well. Look for the sign up sheet on

the music room door. 3

o)

Buck Daily is
Back!

Buck is back and he is so
excited about our Dollar a Day
Family Life Center Challenge.

Buck says: "Hey there
Buckaroos!”

"Our church needs your generous hearts. Every
dollar you give is like a star in the sky of goodwill.
So let’s lasso in those donations and show what the
power of faith and fellowship can do. Remember,
we’re building a better experience for spiritual,
educational, social and entertainment experiences
in our Family Life Center. Better sound; a bigger and
better screen; and a stage curtain to give our Center
a real theatrical platform appearance for our 160th
anniversary and for many years to come."

Your Stewardship Committee

Picnic and Pets

Want some food, fellowship and fun? Gather with us
at the Waterfront Sports Park in North Muskegon on
Wednesday, July 17 at 5:30 p.m. We will have a
picnic potluck, so bring a dlsh to pass and your own
place settings. - s
Beverages will be
provided.

Also bring your pet for
a pet parade and
blessing! Mark your
calendars for this fun
event!

(Continued from page 2)
on a dirt road, in an urban setting, a city scape or
even, even amidst the rubble of war-torn lands.

Geography. Identity. Diversity.

Godspeed as you enter into the summer months and
please, please don't take a vacation from church!

Sawubona,
Paula
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Family Bike Ride
June 8 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Join us for a family bike ride for families and kids of all
ages. We will gather at the church parking lot. Basic
bike maintenance available before and after. Bring a
helmet!

Please RSVP to Emma at 712-395-0502
or emma@firstlutheranmuskegon.org.

Youth Room Redecorate
June 9 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

This is a chance for the middle school and high
school youth to update the youth room décor. Come
and put your creative touch on the space!

Please RSVP to Emma at 712-395-0502
or emma@firstlutheranmuskegon.org or Laura at
JLLucht@firstlutheranmuskegon.org.

New Orleans Trip Meeting
June 9 7:00 p.m.

After decorating the youth room, we will grab some
hot dogs and s’more fixings and gather around the fire
pit. It is almost time for the trip!

Family Beach Day!
July 14 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Beach day! Families are invited to gather at Duck
Lake State Park Beach for sand, swimming and
snacks.

Please RSVP to Emma at 712-395-0502
or emma@firstlutheranmuskegon.org.

Youth Trip to New Orleans
July 14 - 22

VBS Volunteers Needed

Vacation Bible School will be held July 29-August 1!
If you are interested in volunteering to help with this
fun week of Bible stories, crafts, and games, please
contact Emma at emma@firstlutheranmuskegon.org,
or via text at 712-395-0502.

A volunteer meeting is scheduled for Sunday, July 28
after the worship service.

Vacation Bible School

c What: Four Bible Stories about Water
When July 29 - August 1 2024
5:30-8:00pm
splash in “““sw“rd Where: First Lutheran Church

\ﬁ Who: Kids going into PK-6" grades
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Official Acts

Deaths

Keith Endelman
Date of Birth: 03-17-1950
Date of Death: 11-03-2023

Agnes Tallent
Date of Birth: 09-27-1927
Date of Death: 04-26-2024

Tom Larson
Date of Birth: 09-30-1967
Date of Death: 02-05-2024

Sunday Weekly Scripture Readings
6/2 Deut 5:12-15, Ps 81:1-10
2 Cor 4:5-12, Mark 2:23-3:6
6/9 Gen 3:8-15, Ps 130
2 Cor 4:13-5:1, Mark 3:2-35
6/16 Ezek 17:22-24, Ps 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Cor 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17, Mark 4:26-34
6/23 Job 38:1-11, Ps 107:1-3, 23-32
2 Cor 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41
6/30 Lam 3:22-33, Ps 30
2 Cor 8:7-15, Mark 5:21-43
7/7 Ezek 2:1-5, Ps 123
2 Cor 12:2-10, Mark 6:1-13
7/14 Amos 7:7-15, Ps 85:8-13
Eph 1:3-14, Mark 6:14-29
7/91 Jer 23:1-6, Ps 23
Eph 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
7/28 2 Kings 4:42-44, Ps 145:10-18

Eph 3:14-21, John 6:1-21

Weekly Offerings

Week ending 04/07/2024

General Fund: $7,451.61

Building Enhancement Fund: $200.00
Dollar-A-Day (FLC upgrades): $624.99
Building Rent: $388.00

Week ending 04/14/2024

General Fund: $14,886.63

Building Enhancement: $277.00
Building Rent: $1,717.00

Noisy Offering (Supper House): $384.77
Dollar-A-Day (FLC upgrades): $112.00

Week ending 04/21/2024

General Fund: $7,886.95

Building Enhancement: $330.00
Building Rent: $291.00

Noisy Offering (Supper House): $255.79

Week ending 04/28/2024

General Fund:5,485.30

Building Enhancement: $260.00
Building Rent: $170.00

Noisy Offering (Supper House):$227.10
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= GIVING BACK-TO GOD
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Chimes Articles

Articles and information for the Chimes should be
submitted via email to Rhonda Smith at
rhondak33@comcast.net or placed in her mail box
next to the church offices no later than the 15th of
the month.
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Dear Church members and your friends:

Here is an informational announcement about the upcoming annual golf outing. We encourage you to
sign up and pay early and save a little. You can print and cut out the sign up form included here. You
can sign up at our church website under Engage. You can sign up using the Insert in the bulletin. Or
sign up at the church Information Desks. In the spirit of the Star Wars theme of this year's outing, here is
a little advice from Han Solo, 'Star Wars: Episode V - The Empire Strikes Back':

"Remember, concentrate on the moment. Feel, don't think, use your instincts."”

First Lutheran Golf Outing “PAR WARS”
July 20, 2024

At beautiful Benona Shores Golf Course
3410 Scenic Drive, Shelby, Mi
MAY THE PARS BE WITH YOU

Located just off the coast of Lake Michigan, Benona Shores is an Executive Golf Course nestled among a
vibrant landscape of pristine rolling hills and gentle lake breezes. Referred to as a “Hidden Gem,” this
immaculate 4380-yard, par 60 golf course consists of challenging, undulating terrain with smooth, fast
greens. No matter your experience or golf skill, the short, walkable course is equally enjoyable for
beginners and “pros”. The average round of play is just under 3 hours.

Our Annual Golf Outing is a major fundraiser. This year’s proceeds will go to our “Family Life Center”
improvements.

Fees are $50 per person if signed up and paid in June and July. Late fees (after July 17™) are $65.
Sign up early. Let’s fill all 18 tees with foursomes and blast off.

Here’s your chance to be a part of this event:

Sponsorships--- Only $100 (or more if you so desire). Your check, made out to First Lutheran with
the “Golf Outing Sponsorship” notation and this form can be dropped in the collection, or at the church
office or you can sign up on our website and pay through the Realm App.

Indicate below your name and how you would like your sponsor sign to read:
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REGISTER YOUR GOLFERS

Register to play---

.... Again golf, cart and lunch is $50 if you sign up and pay in June-July. The Shotgun Launch is at 9:00 am.
Lunch is served when the play is finished. We plan to have the prizes delivered and you back on your spaceships
by 1:30 to 2:00 pm.

Register to play—Register your golfers below. If you do not have a complete team, we will put you with other
golfers

Player#1

Player #2

Player #3

Player #4

Your name

Phone number

Fees are due prior to July 17". Make checks payable to First Lutheran with “Golf Outing Greens Fees” notation.
Mail to or drop off at church office (1206 Whitehall Rd., Muskegon Ml 49445. Or pay on Realm App.
Add additional players/teams below.

Your name

Fees Due: June/July $50. After July 17: $65.

Additional Players:
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Chimes Assemblers

Thanks to Dave and Theresa Buchan who
assembled the May Chimes.

fepeb

First Lutheran,

We would like to say thank you for hosting our family
and friends as we remembered Frederick Workman
Jr. Your support and help was invaluable. We are
blessed and thankful for Pastor Bill and all who
helped us during this time.

Alice Workman and Family

S

American
i Red Cross

Thank you to all who helped make the May Red
Cross blood drive a success: donors, those who tried
to donate, and my ever faithful volunteers.

The next First Lutheran blood drive is scheduled for
Monday July 8. Please contact Kim Westerholm (712
539-8536) with any questions or for assistance with
registering to donate.

Belong to the Heartbeat of God was the theme of
our women'’s retreat held on May 17 and 18. | am
grateful for the women who attended and for their
vulnerability to share their stories, laugh out loud
and be drawn into unity through a drum circle. We
were blessed with a remarkable landscape at
Grace Adventures and wonderful hospitality from
the staff.

Many thanks to Lynda Ferry, Diane Kroll, Sandy
and Rebecca Hutchins, Shar Bourdon and Bonnie
Nolan. It does take a village to help others
experience God in new surroundings, and you
were instrumental in making that happen!

Paula

What an exciting year for the life of our church - 160
years of serving each other, our community and our
neighbors in different lands! To the people who form
the body of Christ at First Lutheran Church hear this,
“You are kind, compassionate, genuine, hard-working,
fun-loving and generous! Thank you for your
generosity at the luncheon on May 19 where Ruth and
Max Bloomquist displayed their remarkable gifts
during worship and the concert.

We were able to provide Dar Al-Kalima Lutheran
School with several thousand dollars and set up our
first Family Scholarship for the next academic year!
This is love in action! *Note: The Outreach Ministry is
in the process of putting together the Family
Scholarship Program so keep your eyes peeled as we
divulge more information in August!
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June Birthdays
1 Amy Badley 14 Robert Metiva 22 Annette Jack
Mary Will
4 Dawn Shank 15 Rodney Gallo
Josh Will Thomas Montgomery 23 Isabelle Freeland
Erin Finn Mackenzie Wheeler
24 Debra Wosinski
6 Thomas Kanaar 16 Thu Le
Brenna Veihl 29 Jim Faulknor
8 Anne Schalow
Jeffrey Cooke 17 Kathleen Cobler 30 David Plekes
Stephanie Tyler Linda Sahlhoff
9 Bill Peterson Timothy Staudacher
Sandra Fluharty 18 Mercedes Schlager Bridget O'Connor
11 Terry Henry 19 Joan Cottrell
Mary Burnell Stan Huey
12 Roger Barber 20 Jerry Sharlow
Dee Barber Craig Studeman
Jim Elliott Lisa Ziemelis
Ed Redline
g A LEs G NG 2¥ LT
July Birthdays
1 Susan Besteman 12 Sam Gallo 22 Carl Luther
John Rodriguez Tyler Rop
2 Josie Thomas Jane Horton Tea Schlager
Alicia Alger
13 Kenneth Staib 23 Jack Gilbert
3 Rhonda Sweet Joel Dulyea Ron Peel
Sean O'Connor
14 Pat Sharlow 24 Jackie Stapel
6 Gage Lowry
Ryan Glavich 15 Pamela Sharlow 25 Jim Borushko
Lisa Frey Bryson Bleich Amber Thomas
Kevin Giles
16 Jennie Trulsen 26 Dennis DeVries
8 Sandy Young Jessica Dibble
Erin Cihos 17 Layla Giles
Stan Burnell 27 Sandy DeVries
Diane Madej 18 Stanley Daszko Jami Harwood
Liam Simons
10 Cade Paugh 19 Joel Westerholm
31 Cheryl Parmeter
11 Thomas Sutton
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Calling
First Lutheran Members!

In celebration of First Lutheran’s 160th celebration, we need interviews from our members to play in our
worship services from January to August 2024. We need you to record your interview on your phone and
send it to Lisa Ziemelis at lisa@firstlutheranmuskegon.org as soon as possible.

The interview should be 1-2 minutes.

We need all ages of members to be involved with this event. If you do not know
how to record on your phone, Carl Luther or another person will be at the church

to do the recording in the Upper Room (second floor) on the first Sunday of the
month, starting in January. If you can not do this after worship, please call Carl
Luther at 231-750-6737 to set up a specific time you could meet.

Please join us in honoring our memories here at First Lutheran with your videos.
If you have any questions, please call Deb Roest at 231-744-1936. Thank you.

Gerald and Betty Crenno
1740 Village Dr Apt 318
Village at the Oaks
Muskegon, Ml 49442-4288

Theresa Hansen
Robbinswood-Northcrest Campus
2650 Ruddiman Dr

North Muskegon, Ml 49445

Nancy Hazekamp
1350 W Hackley Apt. 215
Muskegon, Ml 49441

Pat Mullinnex
Mailing Address:
2284 Riverwood Drive
Twin Lake, Ml 49457

Keepers

Warren Robinson
1845 Moulton Ave
Muskegon, Ml 494445-3127

Linda Sahlhoff

Christian Care Nursing Center
2053 Sheridan Dr

Muskegon, Ml 49442

Keith Stapel
1228 Lawrence St
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Margaret Tyler
1901 Duck Lake Rd
Whitehall, Ml 49461-9719

Marjorie Visscher

White Lake Assisted Living
6827 Whitehall Rd
Whitehall, Ml 49461

Dave Walborn
18552 W Spring Lake Rd
Spring Lake, Ml 49456

Mary Warden
1740 Village Dr. Apt 222
Muskegon, Ml 49442-4283
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